
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE 



BELFAST MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 



No. 43.] 



FEBRUARY, 29, 1S12. 



[Vol S. 



COMMUNICATIONS, ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 



71 the Pnpriettn of the Belfast MdgaziiK, 
GENTLEMEI^, 

TDiyNG a few evenings a<;o in 
-*-' company with a number of 
young men, whose principal pur- 
suits are of a mercantile naturp, I 
suggested to them the plan of form- 
ing a juvenile literary and philoso- 
phical Society, for the purpose of 
facilitating the acquirement of in- 
formation on various useful subjects 
in literature and science. 

I was surprised at the coolness 
with which the proposal was re- 
reived, knowing that most of them 
were young men of intelligent and 
active minds. Upon my pressing 
for a reason, one of the company 
stated it as his opinion, that an at- 
tachment to literature was incom- 
patible with the mercantile charac- 
ter. Surprised at the assertion, I 
combated the opinion with all my 
efforts, but failed in endeavouring 
to convince my opponent. 

It therefore occurred to me, that 
I would lay the matter before you, 
and beg leave to call upon such of 
your readers, as have an opinion on 
the subject, to come forward with 
any arguments they may possess on 
either side of the question ; — and let 
truth decide the matter. 

I request, therefore, with your 
permission, to propose the following 
question to the readers and writers 
of your magazine : — 

Is an attachment to literature and 
science incompatible with the mercuii- 
tile character T 
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To prevent misconception I would 
explain, that I do not mean an en- 
thusiastic and exclusive attachment, 
but one that is moderate, and reciir-. 
rihg to its object only at intervals. 
With regard to the mercantile cha- 
racter, I would be understood to 
allude to somethmg dbove the lovter, 
or even middle walks of trade; — e. ^. 
a general merchant, a respectable 
manufacturer, in short, any one who 
is received in society as a gentle- 
man, taking this word in it* most 
extensive sense. 

With the usmost respect, I <iin 
yours, 

Dublin. e. E. 

Our Correspondent, and all others, 
tvho may find themselves interested, in 
the important inquiry suggested by 
him, are rtferied to an essay on this 
subject, which appeared in this Maga- 
zine, in the 5th volume, pa<;e <J5, in 
the number for August, 1810. By 
this rrferencej^rit is by-no means design- 
ed to discourage additiowd attempts 
to promote tlte acquirement of a lite- 
rary taste among young people, as, 
in compliance with tlte wish of our 
correspondent, as well as from the im- 
portance of the subject, every facility 
will be given to publications, through 
tlie medium of our pages, tending to 
promote this beneficial end- 

Tpthe Proprietor » of the Belfatl Magazine. 

As the comparative cheapness of 
the diflergnt kinds of sugar, is 3 sub- 



